Baker to Meet With Exiled Iraqis 

2 Kurdish Leaders Among Group Due This Week in Washington 
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AMMAN, Jordan, July 26— A 
delegation of Iraqi opposition fig- 
ures, including the two principal 
Kurdish leaders, will meet this 
week in Washington with Secre- 
tary of State James H. Baker III, 
Iraqi and U.S. sources said. 

The meeting would be the high- 
est-level talks between a U.S. of- 
ficial and Iraqi opponents of Pres- 
ident Saddam Hussein. It does not 
appear to stem from the latest cri- 
sis between the United Nations 
and Baghdad, since such a meeting 
was discussed before the confron- 
tation began, the sources said. 

Baker may also have agreed to 
see Saddam’s opponents because 
of Democratic campaign criticism 
that the administration has not 
helped the opposition enough, two 
U.S. sources said. Democratic vice 
presidential candidate Albert Gore 
met today with Kurdish leader 
Jalal Talabani and others who will 
confer with Baker Wednesday, a 
U.S. government source said. 

The Democratic criticism “was a 
major reason” for Baker agreeing 
to the meeting, the source said. “I 
think that jumped the level" at 
which the Iraqis' will be received, 
he added. 

Until now, U.S. officials had 
been reluctant to appear favoring 
anyone in the severely fractured 
Iraqi opposition. For more than a 
year, they have urged the numer- 
ous groups to unify, select a rep- 
resentative leadership, and draw 
up a political program for a dem- 
ocratic, pluralist, post-Saddam 
Iraq. To that end, official contacts 
with opposition figures were lim- 
ited to the level of assistant sec- 
retary of state or lower. 


The delegation Baker will re- 
ceive does not encompass the 
whole spectrum of the opposition. 
It does cover the three main eth- 
nic groups in Iraq: Kurdish leaders 


“Iraqis inside are 
saying that the 
Americans are 
bringing a minority 
to rule us.” 

— An exiled Iraqi 

Talabani and Massoud Barzani, as 
well as Shiite and Sunni Muslim 
individuals, including a former 
prime minister. 

The delegation is drawn from 
Iraqis who attended a conference of 
opposition groups recently in Vien- 
na. Other groups supported by 
Iraq’s neighbors, Syria, Iran and 
Saudi Arabia, boycotted that meet- 
ing because those three coun- 
tries— each promoting its proteges 
in the exiled Iraqi community — ob- 
jected to the conference’s indepen- 
dence from their control. 

After the Vienna meeting, Ri- 
yadh, Damascus and Tehran decid- 
ed to host another Iraqi opposition 
conference in Saudi Arabia later 
this summer, several Iraqi sources 
said. But a usually reliable Iraqi 
source said today that it was post- 
poned by the Saudis following Bak- 
er’s meeting with King Fahd last 
week. 

Without offering evidence, many 
Iraqis said the United States - 
nanced and organized * 
conference. Any ex ? le J*. 8 i* { ces 
to be allied with Washington faces 
resistance from Iraqis at home be- 


cause of their fierce nationalism and 
resentment of the United States 
caused by the continued U.N. eco- 
nomic sanctions. 

“Iraqis inside are saying that the 
Americans are bringing a minority 
to rule us,” said an exiled Iraqi with 
contracts in Iraq after the Vienna 
conference. 

Nevertheless, Iraqis backing 
those slated to meet Baker have 
expectations that the encounter will 
give them added credibility. “We 
are hoping that after the meeting 
with Mr. Baker, there will be some 
kind of high-ranking leadership” 
recognized by Washington, said a 
London-based Iraqi opposition ac- 
tivist. 

Far from uniting, the exiled op- 
position is even more divided since 
the Vienna conference. Among 
those who will meet Baker, only 
Talabani and Barzani are elected 
leaders with a demonstrated con- 
stituency inside Iraq. Few exiled 
Iraqi figures can claim any sizable 
following in their homeland. 

An added problem for the exiled 
opposition is its dearth of Sunni 
Muslims who might be acceptable 
to this crucial minority inside Iraq. 
It has been the core of Saddam’s 
support, and its participation would 
be key to overthrowing him and 
forging a new national political con- 
sensus. 

A Jordanian who follows Iraqi af- 
fairs said there is a growing anti- 
Saddam movement among these 
Sunni Muslims but they have also 
vowed “to stop any Kurdish, Shiite 
or pro-American government” that 
might be set up after Saddam. If 
these Sunnis are worried that Bak- 
er’s encounter this week might lead 
to such a government, said a U.S. 
analyst, they may be more moti- 
vated to act on their own to remove 
Saddam. 



